
NORTHERN IRELAND PHOTOGRAPHIC ASSOCIATION 
 

ALL IRELAND AUDIO VISUAL FESTIVAL & CHAMPIONSHIP 2021 
  

RULES & CONDITIONS OF ENTRY (revised November 2020 – Covid 19) 
 
The rules are revised for the 2021 Festival and Championship to account for the restrictions 
placed on gatherings for the Covid 19 epidemic. The intention is to produce it in a form 
suitable for viewing via the internet either by “You Tube” or “Zoom” or a combination of both. 
 
1.  The Championship:  
 
The Championship is for digital sequences designed to run as MP4 files.  
The Championship will hopefully receive PAGB patronage and therefore PAGB gold, silver 
and bronze medals will be awarded to the overall 1st, 2nd and 3rd placed sequences 
respectively. Ribbons for special merit will also be awarded. 
 
Entries are invited from any member of a NIPA or IPF club. Collaborators must also be 
members of the foregoing. All collaborators have to be declared. Collaborator refers to the 
production/direction of the sequence but does not include a performer e.g. script reader. 
 
The choice of subject for the Championship is entirely free. There may be special categories 
and the themes of these will be announced by the Organisers well in advance.  
All photography and sequence production must be the original work of the entrant and his or 
her collaborators. A limited number of archive images (not exceeding 50% of the total) will 
be permitted. 
 
2.  Entries: 
 
Entries are restricted to a maximum of 1 per entrant. The entry and entry form are to be 
submitted by the final entry date as stipulated on the entry form. There will be no fee for 
entry. 
 
The Organisers may, at their own discretion, appoint a Pre-selection Jury independent of the 
Championship Judge(s) to decide which entries go forward to the finals should the total 
number of entries exceed that which can reasonably be coped with. Every effort however, 
will be made to submit all sequences to the judge(s). 
 
The organisers reserve the right to refuse entry to sequences which are considered, at the 
organisers absolute discretion, to be undesirable to show or unsuitable for the 
Championship. In all cases the organisers will inform the entrant. 
Sequences submitted without an entry form will not be considered.  
 
3.  Sequences: 

Entrants should submit a .MP4 file electronically by wetransfer.com, or other such file 
transferring medium by the due date for submission of entries. 
Submissions of  CDs will not be allowed. 
Permission for sequences to be archived and subsequently shown or not, is provided for on 
the entry form. 
The maximum aspect ratio to be used is 1920px by 1080px   

Submission of an entry confirms the granting of permission by the author for the sequence to 

be shown over the internet or in public. 

No sequence may exceed 12 minutes duration. 

 



4.  Format of the Competition and Judging: 
 
A judge(s) appointed by the NIPA Council will judge the Championship.  
 
All accepted entries will be considered by the judge for the overall competition and those 
placed 1st,  2nd and 3rd will receive the PAGB medals.  
 
The highest placed NIPA entry will receive the NIPA Championship Cup. 
 
The highest placed NIPA Novice entry will receive the Novice winner plate.  
NIPA Novice is open to entrants who fulfil the following conditions:  

(i)  The entrant must not have won any previous Championship/Competition 
organised by the NIPA, IPF, PAGB, or any other equivalent Federation;  

(ii)  The entrant and all collaborators must, in the opinion of the Championship 
Organisers, be considered to be of “Novice Standing” (in AV) within their own 
Club; 

(iii) A sequence having been placed highest in the Novice category of the 
Championship cannot be re-entered subsequently.  

 
 
The Championship Judge(s) is not empowered to question decisions of the organisers or of 
the Pre-Selection Jury. In all other respects the Championship Judge(s) shall proceed as he 
/ she sees fit and his /her decisions shall be final and binding.  
 
5.  Copyright:  
 
Entrants using copyright material must ensure that any necessary licences have been 
obtained. (Contact the Film and Video Institute: the I.A.C., www.theiac.org.uk for details of 
the copyright clearance schemes). Note that due to copyright restrictions on some platforms 
(particularly “You Tube”); it is the absolute responsibility of entrants to secure copyright 
licence to have sequences shown over the internet.  
 
Addendums to the rules 
 
6. Where “Photo-Harmony” has been declared as a special category: 
 
The Photo-Harmony (PH) category is open to all entrants who must be members of NIPA or 
IPF clubs. 
The following definition of PH is based on the PAGB definition and is the rule by which a PH 
sequence will be accepted and judged: 

 
“Photo Harmony should demonstrate skill in the production and visual progression of still 
photographs linked to sound. No script or commentary with a specific beginning, middle 
and ending are required but the images must flow well in a pleasing progression, not just in 
a random manner. The emphases are on visual harmony in colour, tone or graphic design. 
The aim is not only to display a collection of photographs which may be excellent when 
considered individually, but rather a sequence of pictures which blend well with each other 
and with the sound chosen. Good technique is essential and it is expected that the sound 
and pictures will start and finish together and that the original ending of the music is 
preserved, rather than an arbitrary fade out. 
In a successful Photo Harmony sequence, a judge(s) will expect virtually all of the pictures 
to be the entrant’s own photography.  
A Photo-Harmony sequence must not exceed 5 minutes duration” 

  
7. Where a “Best Northern Ireland Theme” category has been declared: 
 
The Northern Ireland theme will be open only to members of NIPA clubs. The sequence 
must be based on some aspect of Northern Ireland, life, politics, people or other topic which 
can be clearly seen to have particular Northern Ireland attributes or relevance. Travelogue 

http://www.theiac.org.uk/


type sequences are not debarred from entry but this type of sequence should not be seen as 
being the only style relevant.  
The NIPA “Best NI Theme” trophy will be presented to the winner of this category. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In all matters pertaining to the Festival, the decision of the organisers will be final and 
binding. Submission of an entry confirms that the entrant has read and accepted the 
foregoing in all respects.  
 

 

 
 

 


